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Abstract  

A major issue in the fashion business, cultural appropriation highlights the intricate mechanics 

of stealing and repurposing cultural components for financial gain. a modern take on cultural 

appropriation in the fashion industry, looking at its effects, forms, and changing conversations. 

This research seeks to illuminate the complex nature of cultural appropriation in fashion by a 

thorough examination of academic literature, case studies, and industry practises. the complex 

interplay of power relations, the fuzziness of the boundary between acknowledgment and 

appropriation, and the impact of social media on both the reinforcement and correction of 

cultural appropriation. Also covered in the study are the ethical issues that fashion labels, 

designers, and customers encounter while dealing with this delicate subject. 
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Introduction  

In addition to serving as a platform for individual expression, the fashion business is well-

known for its impact on societal trends. The runway may be a glamorous and alluring place, 

but cultural appropriation is a complicated and controversial problem that has been getting 

more and more attention recently. The increasingly porous lines between respect and 

appropriation must be critically examined as more and more cultures throughout the world 

provide inspiration to the fashion industry. Questions about the ethics of borrowing, the power 

relations involved, and the obligations of fashion firms and customers have been brought to 

light by the recent spotlight on cultural appropriation in the fashion industry. There are many 

exciting possibilities and risks at the crossroads of fashion and culture in today's quickly 

globalising world. an examination of cultural appropriation in modern fashion that aims to 

clarify its complex nature and changing debate. We hope that by delving deeply into the 

scholarly literature, case studies, and practical applications of this topic, we can better 

understand its complexities. Whether it's haute couture or streetwear, cultural appropriation is 

a pervasive problem in the fashion industry that affects everyone from boardrooms and design 

studios to social media and people's everyday clothes. the complex terrain of cultural 

borrowing, the ethical concerns that fashion stakeholders encounter, highlighting both the 
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insensitive and the enriching and respectful moments of cultural interchange and collaboration. 

In addition, we go into how social media plays a part in both supporting and opposing cultural 

appropriation, demonstrating how online activism may change how businesses operate. We 

hope that this research helps us understand cultural appropriation in fashion more, and that it 

encourages designers, businesses, customers, and scholars to have a constructive conversation 

about it. It stresses the need of culturally aware and responsible practises in the fashion 

business, with the end goal of encouraging more appreciation for the many different cultures 

that shape the world of fashion. 

 

Cultural Appropriation in Fashion 

When it comes to fashion, the sky is the limit in terms of what may be imagined and created. 

Cultures all around the world are a continual source of inspiration for fashion designers, 

influencers, and companies. Cultural appropriation is a controversial topic that has arisen as a 

result of this artistic investigation. The ethical, sensitive, and respectful treatment of culturally 

appropriated materials has been the subject of heated controversy in the fashion industry in 

recent years. Borrowing aspects of one culture and putting them into another, frequently 

without giving due credit or understanding, is called cultural appropriation. Although there has 

always been some degree of ethnic mixing and blending in the fashion industry, there is often 

a fine line between respect and appropriation. studying cultural appropriation in the fashion 

industry, looking at how it has happened, what it means, and the debates it has created. Fashion, 

from the catwalk to the streets, frequently dissolves cultural barriers; comprehending the effect 

of this phenomena is crucial. in-depth analysis of this complex problem, looking at high-profile 

instances, the function of social media, and the obligations of producers and consumers alike. 

We hope that by illuminating the complexities of cultural appropriation in the fashion business, 

we can start a conversation about how to be more responsible and sensitive to different cultures. 

 

The Function of the Fashion Industry 

There is no industry that can compare to the fashion industry when it comes to defining global 

trends and styles. So, it's very important for encouraging or preventing cultural appropriation. 

In this section, we will examine cultural appropriation from several angles within the fashion 

industry, covering designers, corporations, and the bigger picture. 

 

 



CINEFORUM 
ISSN: 0009-7039 
Vol. 63. No. 3, 2023 
 

9 

   © CINEFORUM 

1. Fashion Designers and Creativity vs. Responsibility 

To a large extent, the fashion business would not exist without the pioneering spirit of its 

designers. They get their ideas from all around, and cultural allusions are commonplace in their 

collections and on the runway. Having said that, there is a fine line that must be traversed 

between artistic expression and cultural appropriation. This section delves into the duty of 

fashion designers to recognise and honour the cultural roots of their influences. Questions like, 

"How can designers strike a balance between cultural awareness and creative freedom?" are 

some of the topics covered. How can they be sure that responsible design practises are being 

followed? 

2. Fashion Brands and Marketing Strategies 

When it comes to purchasing decisions, fashion labels are kings. They are essential in 

establishing marketing strategies and promoting collections. Here we explore how fashion 

businesses may either uphold or question cultural appropriation. It takes a look at situations 

when businesses have been in trouble for being insensitive and talks about how brands deal 

with culturally sensitive partnerships. Additionally, it discusses how brand marketing might 

magnify or diminish cases of appropriation. 

3. Celebrity Influence and Cultural Appropriation 

Many people look up to celebrities because they set the tone for what is considered fashionable. 

The effects of cultural appropriation and celebrity endorsements are discussed in this section. 

It draws attention to cases when famous people have faced accusations of appropriation and 

the consequences that followed. Also covered is the topic of how famous people may utilise 

their influence for good by spreading the word about ethical clothing choices. 

4. The Role of Fashion Institutions 

Institutions like fashion schools and regulatory agencies are part of the fashion industry. This 

section delves into how these establishments teach cultural awareness to aspiring designers and 

industry workers. Guidelines and standards of behaviour for the industry that attempt to handle 

cultural appropriation concerns are also examined. 

It is becoming more apparent that cultural appropriation is a complex issue involving the 

fashion industry as a whole, not just specific individuals, but also systematic behaviours and 

industry norms. The fashion industry must be held accountable for its impact and actions if we 

are to combat cultural appropriation and create a more inclusive and respectful fashion scene. 
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Conclusion  

When it comes to cultural appropriation, the ever-evolving fashion industry is at a crossroads. 

This modern study has made an effort to shed light on the complex subject by providing insights 

into its many forms, consequences, and the changing conversation around it. This investigation 

of cultural appropriation in the fashion industry highlights the fine line between artistic liberty 

and cultural awareness. The responsibility that comes with having such an indisputable impact 

on worldwide trends is heavy on the shoulders of fashion designers and corporations. The 

fashion industry is a creative industry that draws from many different places for ideas, but those 

places must be recognised, valued, and even celebrated when their contributions are prominent. 

Cultural appropriation is a hot topic now that we live in the social media era, thanks to the 

strength of internet activism. Instagram and Twitter have provided underrepresented groups 

with a voice to question insensitivity, demand reform, and hold the industry to account. 

Education has also found a home in the internet era, where producers and consumers may have 

fruitful discussions around cultural appropriation and respect. understanding that cultural 

appropriation is not black and white is crucial. While we must firmly reject cases of flagrant 

insensitivity, we must equally recognise that working together across cultures may lead to 

greater understanding and richness. Understanding and navigating these complexity calls for 

thoughtful consideration, continuous learning, and a dedication to valuing different cultures. 

Responsible and culturally aware methods are crucial in the fashion business, as this modern 

research highlights. It urges companies and designers to be innovative while being more 

cognizant of how their decisions affect different cultures. It encourages buyers to do their 

research and hold businesses to their word. Additionally, it highlights how fashion institutions 

and standards can help create a more welcoming and considerate atmosphere. As an influential 

cultural force on a worldwide scale, the fashion industry may spur constructive transformation. 

It has the potential to demonstrate responsible innovation, encourage cross-cultural 

understanding, and celebrate variety. We hope that our study starts a conversation and motivates 

people to take action so that the fashion industry can be more inclusive and culturally sensitive 

in the future. Both the clothes we wear and the principles and ethics that form the heart of the 

fashion business will determine its fate. 
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