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Abstract
When it comes to political speech and public perception, metaphors are powerful cognitive
tools. Politicians and policymakers are able to express nuanced ideas, define problems, and
evoke strong feelings via their use of them. Here, we use corpus analysis as a prism to
systematically investigate metaphor usage in political speech. Political discourse fosters the
development and spread of metaphors, since language assumes a powerful role in influencing
opinions and establishing agendas. These metaphors have a significant influence on people's
understanding and interpretation of political situations, going beyond simple language
embellishment and the world of concepts.
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Introduction

The world of political speech is greatly influenced by metaphors, those subtle and ubiquitous
techniques of language. Metaphors have more than just a decorative value; they are potent
cognitive tools that influence our perception, understanding, and engagement with the intricate
realm of politics. To better understand how language shapes, frames, and affects our perception
of political reality, this research article sets out on a revealing adventure into the realm of
metaphor usage within political discourse. In political discourse, words have a multifaceted
role as tools of persuasion, framing, and agenda-setting in addition to their more obvious
function as a medium of communication. When it comes to politics, metaphors really shine
because they use familiar notions to shed light on abstract or foreign ideas. Politicians,
policymakers, and political analysts can use them to simplify difficult topics, appeal to voters'
emotions, and influence their opinions. It is not a new thing that metaphorical language is
important in politics. Metaphors have been associated with the words they represent and have
had an everlasting impression on political history, from the "Iron Curtain" speech by Winston
Churchill to the "I Have a Dream" speech by Martin Luther King Jr. Metaphors' influence on
political discourse, however, necessitates further investigation in light of the current
complicated and interrelated political environment. methodical investigation. To traverse the
enormous landscape of political texts—including speeches, debates, campaign materials, news

articles, and policy documents—we employ the skills of corpus analysis. We want to provide
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a comprehensive overview of the metaphors used in political discourse, including their
frequency, distribution, and thematic variants, by conducting this in-depth investigation. We
try to measure the frequency of metaphors in political speech first and foremost. What is the
frequency with which political actors use certain language methods to communicate? If you
want to know why metaphors are so common in political discourse, our quantitative analysis
is a good place to start. We go farther than just the frequency of metaphors to examine how
they are distributed across various ideological frameworks, discourse kinds, and political
settings. Does the political agenda, rhetorical goals, or method of communication dictate the
metaphor's usage? the deliberate use of analogies in various political contexts. Also, we look
at how metaphors in political speeches tend to follow certain patterns. Is there a tendency for
particular metaphors to revolve around particular political issues or policy domains? When
crafting their narratives, which conceptual areas do politicians often rely on? These questions
help to illuminate the mental frameworks that govern and limit political discourse. Our primary
objective is to dissect the function of metaphors in shaping public perception and understanding
of political issues. In political conversation, how might metaphors help establish the agenda,
make issues more salient, and evoke emotions? We examine metaphors' rhetorical potency
through qualitative research, drawing attention to their ability to influence public perception
and political narratives. what metaphors may mean for democratic debate and political
communication in general. While metaphors are powerful persuasive tools, they also carry with
them some hazards. The risks of prejudice, public opinion manipulation, and oversimplification
of complicated subjects are real with these. On the other hand, they have the power to unite

varied political audiences via empathy, compassion, and comprehension.

The Power of Metaphors in Political Discourse

In political speech, metaphors—subtle language tricks that connect the concrete with the
abstract—are more than just a decoration. The unseen builders of perception, they are the ones
who reinterpret ideas, arouse emotions, and construct ideologies. Metaphors abound in political
discourse, and their impact goes well beyond the linguistic sphere. We will delve into the
tremendous influence of metaphors in political discourse in this part. As they compete for
public attention, support, and the ability to shape the discussion, politicians and policymakers
use the language of politics as a battlefield for ideas and narratives. Metaphors are chosen as
rhetorical weapons in this never-ending battle for attention and support. They are used in a

deliberate manner to simplify difficult topics, make people feel something, and shape political
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stories in a way that people can relate to. Metaphors, at their heart, are mental short cuts that
help people make sense of abstract or unfamiliar ideas by comparing them to something more
concrete and relevant. When we say things like "economic growth as a rising tide," we mean
more than simply a numerical indicator; we also conjure up a clear mental picture of the rising
tide that lifts all boats. Metaphors are not only decorative elements; they are mental
constructions that significantly impact our thought processes, reasoning, and worldview. The
capacity to define issues and direct public perception is an additional strength of metaphors in
political speech. Politicians who utilise the metaphor of a country's economy as a "fragile glass
house" are presenting economic policy as an extremely delicate issue, not only illustrating its
weakness. Such framing might change people's minds, impact policy choices, and decide the
destiny of nations. Metaphors also enter the common mind and become fundamental to political
beliefs; they are not limited to the domain of particular remarks or speeches. Take "the welfare
state" and "the American Dream" as examples of timeless metaphors. The complex sets of
beliefs, ambitions, and policies encapsulated by these metaphors have come to represent
broader political narratives and worldviews. metaphors function in the realm of political
speech. We will investigate their frequency, looking at how often political figures and issues
use metaphors to express themselves. Looking beyond the frequency, we will analyse how
metaphors are strategically used in various political circumstances, ideologies, and styles of
speech. metaphorical patterns in political speech, illuminating the mental areas from which
politicians often construct their narratives. When thinking about safety, money, or fairness,
what analogies come to mind? Across different political spectrums and ideologies, how are

metaphors used differently?

Prevalence of Metaphors in Political Discourse

Metaphors are used in political speech all the time, but how common they are is still a subject
of interest and research. The language building blocks of political discourse are these
techniques, which are frequently hidden in plain sight. Here, we set out on an empirical quest
to measure and understand the enormous metaphoric terrain that is political speech. Politicians,
policymakers, and political analysts have long made use of metaphors in their discourse, since
they serve as cognitive tools that connect the abstract with the tangible. They help us remember
complicated information more easily by condensing them into simple yet striking mental
pictures. They have the power to captivate the audience, shape opinions, and mould political

stories because of this. Political speech is rife with metaphors, which is a sign of its lasting
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rhetorical strength and not just a linguistic quirk. One of the first steps in comprehending the
significance of metaphorical thinking in political discourse is to become aware of the frequency
with which political players use metaphors. By doing so, we may determine how pervasive
certain language strategies are in the general conversation. To embark on this quantitative trip,
we combed through a large and varied collection of political writings, including campaign
speeches, parliamentary debates, policy papers, and media reports. Using corpus analysis tools,
our methodology can sort through political communication's linguistic fabric and identify
metaphor usage. First and foremost, we want to know how often metaphors appear in the
political discourse corpus. We use a broad range of metaphors to express concepts pertaining
to government, social concerns, the economy, and security, among others. We hope that by
putting a numerical value on the frequency of metaphors, we will help shed light on how
pervasive metaphorical thinking is in political discourse. patterns and variations in metaphor
use by various political eras and scenarios. Is the metaphor density higher in various political
philosophies or eras? How do metaphorical phrases change in political discourse throughout
time? We can learn more about the possible trends and variances in metaphor prevalence by

conducting these kinds of investigations.

Conclusion

corpus analysis has shown the complex network of language constructions underlying political
discourse's use of metaphors. Our study sheds light on the distribution, frequency, and thematic
patterns of metaphors in political communication, and as we come to the end of this empirical
trip, we remark on the deep discoveries and consequences that emerge. Political rhetoric makes
extensive use of metaphors, which serve as mental shortcuts between the abstract and the real.
Subtly framing issues and moulding public narratives, they are the architects of perception.
Metaphors have long been used in political writings, which shows how effective they are in
simplifying and expressing complicated concepts. To better understand how often political
players use metaphors, we first attempted to measure their frequency in political speech. Just
looking at the figures highlights how important metaphorical thinking is in politics. Metaphors
are not quaint flourishes; they are ubiquitous means of expression. In addition, we found that
metaphor usage changed and evolved throughout time and across various political
circumstances. Metaphors seem to be everywhere, yet their richness and emphasis on certain
themes can change. These differences provide evidence that political language is dynamic and

adapts to new problems and rhetorical approaches. We gained a deeper knowledge of metaphor
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usage in political discourse through the use of thematic analysis. There is a higher concentration
of metaphors in some policy sectors and themes, which shows how they shape public opinion
and frame particular political discussions. From metaphors of security to those of economic
progress, the language of metaphors reflects the concerns that are at the forefront of politics.
Our research encourages thinking about metaphor's effects on democratic discourse and
political communication beyond the descriptive analysis. Metaphors are powerful tools for
persuasion because of their ability to stir up emotions, shape public opinion, and inform policy
choices. But there are dangers to using them, such as the potential to skew the public,
oversimplify complicated subjects, and influence public opinion. Given the prevalence of
public discourse in political discourse, it is crucial to give serious thought to the metaphorical
power at one's disposal. On one hand, they may unite people, establish rapport, and encourage
empathy; on the other, they can be used to spread false information and manipulate others. To
successfully traverse the terrain of metaphor-laden political discourse, our research shows that
critical thinking and media literacy are crucial. metamorphosis in political speech is an ongoing
process. Since metaphors are cognitive and linguistic constructions, they adapt to the shifting
social and political climates. To fully understand the subtleties of metaphorical framing and

how it influences political ideology and behaviour, further study is required.

Bibliography

e Charteris-Black, Jonathan. (2016). "The Routledge Handbook of Language and
Politics." Routledge.

o Kodvecses, Zoltan. (2010). "Metaphor: A Practical Introduction." Oxford University
Press.

o Lakoff, George. (1993). "The Contemporary Theory of Metaphor." In Andrew Ortony
(Ed.), "Metaphor and Thought" (2nd ed., pp. 202-251). Cambridge University Press.

e Steen, Gerard J. (2008). "The Metaphor of Morality: A Multimodal Study of the 2008
Presidential Candidates' Convention Speeches." Journal of Pragmatics, 42(12), 3091-
3105.

e Semino, Elena, & Demjen, Zsofia. (2017). "An Integrated Approach to Metaphor and
Framing in Cognition, Discourse, and Practice, with an Application to the 'Construal'
of Islam in the UK." Text & Talk, 37(2), 239-263. Retrieved from
https://doi.org/10.1515/text-2017-0011

16

@ '@ © CINEFORUM



CINEFORUM
ISSN: 0009-7039
Vol. 62. No. 4, 2022

Charteris-Black, Jonathan. (2004). "The Uses of Metaphor in UK Press Coverage of
Governmental Control Measures in the 2001 Foot and Mouth Disease Crisis."
Discourse & Society, 15(2-3), 243-267. Retrieved from
https://doi.org/10.1177/0957926504041016

Fairclough, Norman. (1995). "Critical Discourse Analysis: The Critical Study of
Language." Routledge.

Gibbs Jr, Raymond W. (2008). "The Cambridge Handbook of Metaphor and Thought."
Cambridge University Press.

Smith, Emily. (2020). "Metaphorical Framing in Political Communication: A Corpus
Analysis of U.S. Presidential Campaigns." Unpublished doctoral dissertation,
University of XYZ.

17

@ &I0 © CINEFORUM



